Germany and the United States before the War
came* They were in a peculiar sense of our blood, and
they proved it by showing that they^were of our spirit,
that no matter what their derivation, no matter where
their people came from, they thoxight and wished and did
the things that were American ; and the flag tinder which
they served was a flag in which all the blood of mankind
is united to make a free nation."
The above words of President Wilson are the key to the
attitude of the Americans who are of German origin. True,
these people, almOvSt without exception, still cling to their old
home with heartfelt affectior ; but they are Americans, like
the rest of the nation. " Gen tania is our mother, and Columbia
is our bride/' said Carl Schurz, and with these words he described
the situation in a mitshelL Just as a man shall "leave his
father and his mother, and shall cleave unto Ms wife/" so the
man who is generally styled the German-American decides in
favour of his new home-land, when a conflict arises between
America and Germany. He will, however, do anything in his
power to avoid such a conflict. Invert before the war, we in
Germany entirely failed to understand the difficult and delicate
position of the American of German origin* And during the
war this was more than ever the case* The question of
the " German-Americans" has never been dealt with tact-
fully in Germany. Our greatest mistake was to expect too
much from them. The Americans of German origin have re-
tained iu their new home all the failings and virtues of the German
people. We could not, therefore, blame them if they showed
less interest and less understanding in regard to political ques-
tions than the rest of America; for did they not, on the other
hand, distinguish themselves by their respect for the estab-
lished order of things, and by the fidelity and industry with
which they pursued their various callings ? The inevitable
consequence of these national qxialitics was that they did not
exercise the political influence which would have been only in
keeping with their numerical supei'joritj*. For instance, I might
mention that, on the occasion when I first visited Milwaukee,
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